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Pr. William B. Pickering
Director
Jot Prepulsion Laboratory
Pasadena, Californis

Dear Dr. Pickering:

In reviewing my needs for assigtance from
cutetanding individuals who are ot full-tise
wembers of the U. S. iotelligence community, I
have detormined that it is essential that I form
a Space Intelligence Panel reporting to the
Direator of Central Intelligence. A similar panel
has existed for a mumber of yoars and msde a con-
tinuing contribution to our understanding of Soviet
strategic weapons systens.

It will be the function of the Spsce Intelligence
Panel periodieally to exemine 2ll avatliable intel-
ligence data bearing on foreign SpRee prograns and
to advise me on the significence of such develop-
monts. These same results will be made available
to the USIB. This counsel will be most helpful in
framing our National Intelligence Estimates, for
which I bear final responsibllity. 1 would also hope
that this panel would examine our ccllection and
analytical rescurces and advise me as to their ade-
quacy. The panel would nornally meet twice a yvear
for several days sc as to keep abreast of new dewvelop-
ments in foreign space programs. Members will serve
for defineaq, overlapping terms so ag to ensure appro-
priate gontinuity,
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The status of Scoviet plans o land & man on
the moon im competition with Apollo is now very
much on everyone's mind, and I hope that an early
first meeting of the panel will focous on this
probles.

Ly. Sison Eamc has accepted my invitation te
chair the Space Intelligence Panel. I mhould like
tc ask you to serve as 8 wember of this pamel for
the next threc years, o &s to make your uaique
experience iB our own space prograas available te
the naticnal intelligeacce effort. ¥e hope that you
will find it pomssible toc sccept this respoasibility.
¥y Deoputy for Sclemce eand Technology, Dr. Albert Wheelon,
%ill acntact you and the other meuwbers so &s to set
an early date foy thiz examination.

Sincerely,

(stenedy w, p, RaYorm

¥. F. Raborn
Director
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